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1
PET TOY ASSEMBLY

BACKGROUND OF THE DISCLOSURE
Field of the Disclosure

The disclosure relates to toy devices and more particularly
pertains to a new toy device for providing entertainment and
exercise for a pet.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

An embodiment of the disclosure meets the needs pre-
sented above by generally comprising a frame having a
middle section and a plurality of legs. Each of the legs is
attached to and extends downwardly from the middle section
to support the middle section above a ground surface. A tether
is attached to and extends downwardly from the middle sec-
tion. The tether is movable relative to the middle section. A
target object is attached to a distal end of the tether with
respect to the middle section.

There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, the more
important features of the disclosure in order that the detailed
description thereof that follows may be better understood,
and in order that the present contribution to the art may be
better appreciated. There are additional features of the disclo-
sure that will be described hereinafter and which will form the
subject matter of the claims appended hereto.

The objects of the disclosure, along with the various fea-
tures of novelty which characterize the disclosure, are pointed
out with particularity in the claims annexed to and forming a
part of this disclosure.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The disclosure will be better understood and objects other
than those set forth above will become apparent when con-
sideration is given to the following detailed description
thereof. Such description makes reference to the annexed
drawings wherein:

FIG. 1 is a top front side perspective view of a pet toy
assembly according to an embodiment of the disclosure in
use.

FIG. 2 is a front view of an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 3 is a partially-exploded front view of an embodiment
of the disclosure.

FIG. 4 is a side view of an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 5 is a top view of an embodiment of the disclosure.

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view of an embodiment of the
disclosure taken along line 6-6 of FIG. 2.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

With reference now to the drawings, and in particular to
FIGS. 1 through 6 thereof, a new toy device embodying the
principles and concepts of an embodiment of the disclosure
and generally designated by the reference numeral 10 will be
described.

As best illustrated in FIGS. 1 through 6, the pet toy assem-
bly 10 generally comprises a frame 12 having a middle sec-
tion 14 and a plurality of legs 15, 16, 17, 18. Each of the legs
15,16,17,18 is attached to and extends downwardly from the
middle section 14 to support the middle section 14 above a
ground surface. The plurality oflegs 15, 16, 17, 18 includes a
first pair of legs 15, 16 coupled adjacent to a first end 20 of the
middle section 14 and a second pair of legs 17, 18 coupled
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adjacent to a second end 24 of the middle section 14. Each of
the legs 15, 16, 17, 18 may be telescopically adjustable in a
conventional manner to adjust a height of the middle section
14 relative to the ground surface. A plurality of feet 36 may be
provided wherein each of the feet 36 is coupled to a bottom
end 38 of an associated one of the legs 15,16, 17, 18. Each of
the feet 36 is comprised of a non-slip material, such as an
elastomer or the like. Each of the legs 15,16, 17, 18 may have
arespective bracket 22 attached adjacent to the bottom end 38
of the associated leg 15, 16, 17, 18. Each bracket 22 has a
respective aperture 23 extending therethrough wherein each
aperture 23 is configured to receive a stake 25 to retain the
assembly 10 where positioned.

Each ofthe legs 15, 16, 17, 18 may be pivotally coupled to
the middle section 14 for pivoting each of the legs 15, 16, 17,
18 between a stored position 26 and a deployed position 28. A
pair of braces 42, 44 is provided and each is hingedly coupled
to the frame 12. A first one 42 of the braces is coupled to and
extends between the first pair of legs 15, 16. A second one 44
of the braces is coupled to and extends between the second
pair of legs 17, 18. A width of the frame 12 may have a
distance between approximately 75.0 cm and 120.0 cm as
measured between the feet 36 on the first pair of legs 15, 16
and the feet 36 on the second pair of legs 17, 18. The frame 12
may have a height between approximately 90.0 cm and 185.0
cm as measured from the middle section 14 to the ground
surface. The frame 12 may be constructed from a rigid mate-
rial, such as metal, plastic or the like.

The middle section 14 includes a pair of support members
30, 31. Each of the support members 30, 31 is positioned in
spaced parallel relationship relative to each other and is hori-
zontally orientated relative to the ground surface. Each ofthe
support members 30, 31 has a respective bottom surface 32,
33. Each bottom surface 32, 33 of the support members 30, 31
has a pair of slots 34, 35 extending upwardly therein. A pair of
plates 46, 47 is provided. Each of the plates 46, 47 is insert-
able into an associated pair of the slots 34, 35. Each of the
plates 46, 47 has an associated one of the first pair of legs 15,
16 and second pair of legs 17, 18 pivotally attached thereto. A
housing 48 is coupled to and extends across a top surface 50,
51 of each of the support members 30, 31. The housing 48
includes a pair of outwardly extending flanges 52, 53. Each of
the flanges 52, 53 is positioned above an associated one of the
plates 46, 47. A pair of fasteners 54 is provided. Each of the
fasteners 54 extends through and engages an associated one
of'the flanges 52, 53 and an associated one the plates 46, 47 for
releasably coupling the housing 48 to the plates 46, 47.

A tether 56 is attached to and extends downwardly from the
middle section 14. The tether 56 may be either flexible or rigid
but is preferably constructed from a material durable enough
to withstand being chewed upon by a pet 59 without fraying
orotherwise breaking. A target object 58 is attached to a distal
end 60 of the tether 56 with respect to the middle section 14.
The target object 58 has a top opening 62 positioned in a top
side 64 of the target object 58. The distal end 60 of the tether
56 is positionable to define a knot having a greater diameter
than an inner diameter of the top opening 62 such that the
distal end 60 of the tether 56 is retained within an interior
space 66 of the target object 58 to suspend the target object 58
from the tether 56. The target object 58 has a bottom opening
68 positioned in a bottom side 70 of the target object 58. The
target object 58 is comprised of a resiliently flexible material
72, such as rubber or the like. However, it is preferred that the
target object 58 be durable enough to withstand being chewed
upon by the pet 59. An outer edge 74 of the target object 58
may be annular such that the target object 58 defines a ball.
Pet treats 76 are positionble within the interior space 66 of the
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target object 58 and are accessible to the pet 59 through the
bottom opening 68. The target object 58 is separable into a
first section 61 and a second section 63 to permit access into
the interior space 66 of the target object 58 to re-fill the pet
treats 76 as needed.

A motor 80 is coupled to the frame 12 and is positioned
within an interior of the housing 48. The motor 80 is opera-
tionally coupled to the tether 56 wherein actuation of the
motor 80 causes movement of the tether 56 relative to the
middle section 14. A motion sensor 82 is coupled to the frame
12. The motion sensor 82 is operationally coupled to the
motor 80 for activating the motor 80 upon detection of motion
in areas 88, 90 adjacent to the motion sensor 82. The motion
sensor 82 includes a pair of motion detectors 84, 85. Each of
the motion detectors 84, 85 is attached to opposing longitu-
dinal sides 86 of the middle section 14. Alternatively, the
motor 80 may also be controlled by a remote control using a
conventional transmitter and receiver.

A processor 92 is coupled to the frame 12 and operationally
coupled to the motor 80 and the motion sensor 82. The pro-
cessor 92 receives input from the motion sensor 82 and acti-
vates the motor 80 upon receiving input of motion detected in
areas 88, 90 adjacent to the motion sensor 82. An actuator 94
is coupled to the frame 12 and is operationally coupled to the
processor 92 wherein mainpulation of the actuator 94 selec-
tively actuates the motor 80. A power source 96 is coupled to
the frame 12 and is electrically coupled to the motor 80, the
processor 92 and the motion sensor 82. The power source 96
may comprise at least one rechargeable battery.

Inuse, as stated above and shown in the Figures, the actua-
tor 94 is manipulated and the motion sensor 82 is used to
detect motion within the areas 88, 90 adjacent to the motion
sensor 82. Whenever motion is detected by the motion sensor
82, the motor 80 will move the tether 56 relative to the middle
section 14, causing the target object 58 to move as well. A pet
59 may try to catch the target object 58 as it moves and may
manipulate the target object 58 in order to obtain access to the
pet treats 76 stored within the target object 58. In this manner,
the assembly 10 provides both entertainment and exercise for
the pet 59.

With respect to the above description then, it is to be
realized that the optimum dimensional relationships for the
parts of an embodiment enabled by the disclosure, to include
variations in size, materials, shape, form, function and man-
ner of operation, assembly and use, are deemed readily appar-
ent and obvious to one skilled in the art, and all equivalent
relationships to those illustrated in the drawings and
described in the specification are intended to be encompassed
by an embodiment of the disclosure.

Therefore, the foregoing is considered as illustrative only
of the principles of the disclosure. Further, since numerous
modifications and changes will readily occur to those skilled
in the art, it is not desired to limit the disclosure to the exact
construction and operation shown and described, and accord-
ingly, all suitable modifications and equivalents may be
resorted to, falling within the scope of the disclosure. In this
patent document, the word “comprising” is used in its non-
limiting sense to mean that items following the word are
included, but items not specifically mentioned are not
excluded. A reference to an element by the indefinite article
“a” does not exclude the possibility that more than one of the
element is present, unless the context clearly requires that
there be only one of the elements.

I claim:

1. A pet toy assembly comprising:

aframe having a middle section and a plurality of legs, each

of'said legs being attached to and extending downwardly
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from said middle section to support said middle section
above a ground surface, each of said legs having an
associated bottom end, each of said legs having a respec-
tive bracket attached adjacent to said bottom end of said
associated leg, each said bracket having a respective
aperture extending therethrough wherein each said aper-
ture is configured to receive a stake;

a tether attached to and extending downwardly from said
middle section, said tether being movable relative to said
middle section;

a target object attached to a distal end of said tether with
respect to said middle section, said target object having
a top opening positioned in a top side of said target
object, said distal end of said tether being positionable to
define a knot having a greater diameter than an inner
diameter of said top opening such that said distal end of
said tether is retained within an interior space of said
target object to suspend said target object from said
tether;

a plurality of feet, each of said feet being coupled to a
bottom end of an associated one of said legs, each of said
feet being comprised of a non-slip material;

a motor coupled to said middle section, said motor being
operationally coupled to said tether wherein actuation of
said motor causes movement of said tether relative to
said middle section; and

a motion sensor coupled to said frame, said motion sensor
being operationally coupled to said motor for activating
said motor upon detection of motion in areas adjacent to
said motion sensor.

2. The assembly of claim 1, further comprising each of said

legs being telescopically adjustable.

3. The assembly of claim 1, further comprising each of said
legs being pivotally coupled to said middle section for pivot-
ing each of said legs between a stored position and a deployed
position.

4. The assembly of claim 3, further comprising:

said plurality of legs including a first pair of legs coupled
adjacent to a first end of said middle section and a second
pair of legs coupled adjacent to a second end of said
middle section; and

a pair of braces each hingedly coupled to said frame, a first
one of said braces being coupled to and extending
between said first pair of legs, a second one of said
braces being coupled to and extending between said
second pair of legs.

5. The assembly of claim 1, further comprising said target

object being comprised of a resiliently flexible material.

6. The assembly of claim 5, further comprising said target
object having a bottom opening positioned in a bottom side of
said target object wherein said target object is configured to
receive pet treats therein through said bottom opening.

7. The assembly of claim 1, further comprising wherein
said motion sensor includes a pair of motion detectors, each
of said motion detectors being attached to opposing longitu-
dinal sides of said middle section.

8. The assembly of claim 1, further comprising said target
object being separable into a pair of sections to provide access
into an interior space of said target object.

9. A pet toy assembly comprising:

aframe having a middle section and a plurality oflegs, each
of said legs being attached to and extending downwardly
from said middle section to support said middle section
above a ground surface, said plurality of legs including a
first pair of legs coupled adjacent to a first end of said
middle section and a second pair of legs coupled adja-
cent to a second end of said middle section, each of said
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legs being telescopically adjustable, each of said legs
being pivotally coupled to said middle section for piv-
oting each of said legs between a stored position and a
deployed position, each of said legs having an associated
bottom end, each of said legs having a respective bracket
attached adjacent to said bottom end of said associated
leg, each said bracket having an aperture extending
therethrough wherein each said aperture is configured to
receive a stake;

a plurality of feet, each of said feet being coupled to said
bottom end of said associated leg, each of said feet being
comprised of a non-slip material;

apair of braces each hingedly coupled to said frame, a first
one of said braces being coupled to and extending
between said first pair of legs, a second one of said
braces being coupled to and extending between said
second pair of legs;

a tether attached to and extending downwardly from said
middle section, said tether being movable relative to said
middle section;

a target object attached to a distal end of said tether with
respect to said middle section, said target object having
a top opening positioned in a top side of said target
object, said distal end of said tether being positionable to
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define a knot having a greater diameter than an inner
diameter of said top opening such that said distal end of
said tether is retained within an interior space of said
target object to suspend said target object from said
tether, said target object having a bottom opening posi-
tioned in a bottom side of said target object wherein said
target object is configured to receive pet treats therein
through said bottom opening, said target object being
comprised of a resiliently flexible material, said target
object being separable into a pair of sections to provide
access into said interior space of said target object;

a motor coupled to said middle section, said motor being
operationally coupled to said tether wherein actuation of
said motor causes movement of said tether relative to
said middle section; and

a motion sensor coupled to said frame, said motion sensor
being operationally coupled to said motor for activating
said motor upon detection of motion in areas adjacent to
said motion sensor, said motion sensor including a pair
of motion detectors, each of said motion detectors being
attached to opposing longitudinal sides of said middle
section.



